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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent Application Pub. No. 2002/0078293 A1 by Kou et al. (hereinafter "Kuo") 

Regarding claim 1 , Kuo teaches a method for automatically setting up data 
connections between network subscriber stations in a network of distributed stations 
[Figs. 2, 4A & Abstract], where the network contains at least one recording appliance 
[Fig. 2; VCR unit 222 or CD (recording) unit 224], a data source appliance [Figs. 2 & 
4A; e.g. Controller Device/Set-top box 212/450 or PC 218; para. 0008] and a data 
sink appliance [Figs. 2 & 4A; e.g. TV 216/430, VCR unit 222/440, CD (recording) unit 
224, or Receiver 220], comprising the following steps: 

user-activated selection of a user interface for the recording appliance on a user 
interface appliance [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, step 540; AV/C controller 450 can be used to 
send commands, e.g. "record", to VCR 440 or CD unit 224; para. 0071]; 
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checking for the existing data connections which have been set up for the data 
sink appliance or the user interface appliance in the network [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, step 510; 
finds various sinl(s and sources, and possible connections; para. 0059, 0068]; 

set-up of a connection between the data source appliance for which a 
connection to the data sink appliance or to the user interface appliance has been set up 
and the recording appliance in order to assist in the implementation of an instant- 
recording function on the recording appliance [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, steps 520-530; e.g. set 
up a connection by selecting a data source appliance such as Controller 
Device/Set-top box 212/450 or PC 218, and a data sink device such as VCR 440, 
CD unit 224 for a recording function; para. 0071]. 

Regarding claims 2 and 7, Kuo teaches the data connection between the data 
source appliance and the recording appliance is set up only after the recording function 
on the recording appliance has been activated by the user [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, step 540; 
para. 0011, 0071]. 

Regarding claims 3 and 8, Kuo teaches the user interface appliance is a display 
appliance for video images, and the user interface is based on a graphical user 
interface [Fig. 4A; para. 0043, 0053]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,594 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2416 

Regarding claims 4 and 9, Kuo teaches the data sink appliance is an amplifier 
device for audio signals [Fig. 2; e.g. the data sink appliance is a Receiver 220 
(which comprising a tuner and an amplifier); para. 0039]. 

Regarding claims 5 and 10, Kuo teaches the recording appliance is a digital 
video recorder or a digital audio recorder [Fig. 2; IEEE 1394-compliant digital devices 
on IEEE 1394 Bus 230 of the network 210, such as VCR 222 or CD unit 224; para. 
0006, 0039-0041]. 

Regarding claim 6, Kuo teaches a network subscriber station as a user interface 
appliance having program means for providing user interfaces for controlling network 
subscriber stations [Figs. 2 & 4A; e.g. Controller Device/Set-top box 212/450 or PC 
218 controls other devices of network 210; para. 0008, 0042-0044], wherein the 
user interface appliance has further program means which, upon activation of the user 
interface for the control of a recording appliance in the network by the user [Figs. 2, 4A 
& 5, step 540; AV/C controller 450 can be used to send commands, e.g. "record", 
to VCR 440 or CD unit 224; para. 0071], call up checking program means which 
trigger a check regarding the existing data connections which have been set up for a 
data sink appliance or the user interface appliance itself [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, step 510; 
finds various sinks and sources, and possible connections; para. 0059, 0068] and 
automatically set up a data connection between the data source appliance for which a 
data connection to the data sink appliance or to the user interface appliance has been 
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set up and the recording appliance in order to assist in the implennentation of an instant- 
recording function on the recording appliance in the network [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, steps 
520-530; e.g. set up a connection by selecting a data source appliance such as 
Controller Device/Set-top box 212/450 or PC 218, and a data sink device such as 
VCR 440 or CD unit 224 for a recording function; para. 0071].. 
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2. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Albert T. Chou whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6045. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H. Pham, can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Albert TChou/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2416 
December 19, 2008 



